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Contents of Learn to Spell 500 Words a Day: The Consonants

The eight inconsistent consonants are: q, x, c, h, g, s, y, and w

Eight of the consonants make 50 sounds we call phonics, which are spelled in these
60 ways we call spelling patterns:

Important Notes V

Q quit, unique, conquer, cuisine, cute

Lesson 1: The “qu” sounds like a “kw” 1

Lesson 2: The “qu” phonic in 100 words 2

Lesson 3: Exceptions as in “unique,” “conquer,” and “cuisine” 7

Lesson 4: The “cu” as in “cute” says the name of “q” in 35 words 9

Homework 3, 4, 5, 6, 8, 10, 11

X tax, anxious, waxed, exam

Lesson 1: The “x” sounds like a “ks” or a “kc” 15

Lesson 2: The “x” in 183 words 16

Lesson 3: The sound of “x” as in “anxious” divides into “k” and “c” 25

Lesson 4: The “x” as in “waxed” divides into “k” and “s” 27

Homework 17, 20, 22, 23, 24, 26, 27, 28, 30

Hard Ch chemistry, character, choir

Lesson 1: We have the “k” and the hard “c,” why do we need the hard “ch”? 31

Lesson 2: The hard “ch” phonic occurs in 70 words 32

Homework 35
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II

K kite, knot, pick, pink

Lesson 1: The “k” is not allowed in long words 37

Lesson 2: The “ck” as in “pick” or no “c” as in “pink”? 39

Homework 40

Reading Aloud is Crucial 42

Hard Cclap, cry, act, logic, access, occasion, deck, luck, ache, cat, cold,
cut

Lesson 1: The hard “c” is spelled in these 12 ways (12 spelling patterns) 43

Lesson 2: Spell with “cl,” not “kl” as in “conclude” 44

Lesson 3: Spell with “cr,” not “kr” as in “describe” 46

Lesson 4: Spell with “ct,” not “kt” as in “attract” 48

Lesson 5: Spell with “ic,” not “ik” as in “fantastic” 50

Lesson 6: Spell with “ac,” not “ak” as in “accurate” 52

Lesson 7: Spell with “oc,” not “ok” as in “occupy” 54

Lesson 8: Spell with “ec,” not “ek” as in “eccentric” 55

Lesson 9: Spell with “uc,” not “uk” as in “luck” 56

Lesson 10: Spell with “ch,” not “c” as in “chemistry” 57

Lesson 11: Spell with ca, co, and cu, not with ka, ko, or ku 60

Homework 45, 47, 49, 51, 53, 54, 55, 56, 58, 61 62

H his, cash, cache, think, this, photo, each, ache, yacht, who, when,
right, ghost, enough

Lesson 1: The 13 digraphs of “h” 65

Lesson 2: The 13 digraphs of “h” in 172 words 66

Homework 70
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G large, gin, gym, gas, go, gut, glad, grass, ghost, egg, bag, get, give,
gynecology, sign, high, enough

Lesson 1: The soft ge, gi, gy in 54 words 73

Lesson 2: The hard g in 80 words 76

Lesson 3: The hard ge, gi, gy in 23 exceptions 80

Lesson 4: The silent “g” in “gn,” the silent “gh,” and the “gh” saying “f” 83

Homework 75, 78, 81, 84

C cell, city, cyst, hard c, social, ocean, fiche, chip

Lesson 1: The soft ce, ci, cy in 36 words 85

Lesson 2: Review the 12 spelling patterns of the Hard C from Chapter 5 87

Lesson 3: Special sounds of “c”: social, ocean, fiche, chips 88

Homework 86, 90

S 1. rose, is 2. sure, tension 3. pleasure 4. sit

Lesson 1: The “s” that sounds like “z” in 57 words 91

Lesson 2: Other sounds: sit, ship, tension, sugar, vision, pleasure 94

Homework 93, 96

Why can’t we spell? 98

The Better Thinkers 98

The Creative Ones 99

Students Know Best 100

What is Dyslexia? 100

Preventing Dyslexia 100
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Y yes, by, happy, day, boy, gym, martyr

Lesson 1: The “y” can sound like a consonant or like a vowel 101

Lesson 2: The “y” says “i”: by, bypass, bye, type, gym, analysis 102

Lesson 3: The final “y” in long words says long ē: happy, money 108

Lesson 4: The “ay” says long ā: day, delay, always 110

Lesson 5: The “oy” says ōy: boy, deploy, enjoy 112

Homework 104, 107, 109, 111, 113,114

W won, few, snow, cow

Lesson 1: The “w” can sound like a consonant or like a vowel 115

Lesson 2: The “ew” as in “few” in 42 words 116

Lesson 3: The “ow” as in “snow” in 61 words 118

Lesson 4: The “ow” as in “cow” in 52 words 121

Homework 117, 119, 122

All the Prefixes in 900 Words  accept, bilingual, coexist

Lesson 1: All the prefixes in 900 words 123

Lesson 2: What is a suffix? 142

Homework 143
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