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Contents of Learn to Spell 500 Words a Day: The Vowel A

Must Read Notes IX

The vowel A has five sounds we call phonics that are spelled in these 12 ways we
call spelling patterns:

Section 1: The Long ā Sound 1
The long ā sound is spelled in five ways: Elaine, Jake, Jay, Mabel, and Neighbor

Chapter 1: The first way to spell the long ā sound is with “ai” as in “Elaine”

Lesson 1: Meaning of a Long Vowel 3

Lesson 2: The two vowels walking Rule 4

Lesson 3: The “āi” phonic in 210 words 5

Lesson 4: The “āi” words in a story about “Elaine” 9

Lesson 5: The “āi” words in a story about “Bailey” 15

Lesson 6: The r-controlled words as in “air” 17

Lesson 7: The r-controlled words in a story about “Millionaire” 18

Lesson 8: A special “ai” sound in 17 words as in “Mountain” 19

Lesson 9: The special “ai” sound in a story about “Mr. Chaplain” 19

Homework 20

Chapter 2: The second way to spell the long ā sound is with “a-e” as in “Jake”

Lesson 1: Meaning of a Long Vowel 21

Lesson 2: The “ā-e” Rule 22

Lesson 3: The “ā-e” phonic in 413 words 23

Lesson 4: The “ā-e” words in a story about “Jake” 31

Lesson 5: Remembering the “S” as in “VaSe” 37

Lesson 6: Semivowels l, m, n, r, and s as in “Taste” 38

Lesson 7: The “-ānge” & “-āste” words 38

Lesson 8: The “-ange” & “-aste” as in “Ranger” 39

Lesson 9: The r-controlled words as in “care” 40

Lesson 10: The r -controlled words in a story about a “Scarecrow” 41

Lesson 11: “ai” (maid) or “a-e” (made)? 42

Lesson 12: Compare “ai” with “a-e” 43

Homework 46
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Chapter 3: The third way to spell the long ā sound is with “ay” as in “Jay”

Lesson 1: Meaning of a Long Vowel 49

Lesson 2: The “āy” is for the end of words 50

Lesson 3: The “āy” phonic in 120 words 51

Lesson 4: The “āy” words in a story about “Jay” 54

Lesson 5: Adding “-ing” as in “Playing” 57

Lesson 6: Adding “-ed” (Played) or “-d” (Paid) 57

Homework 58

Chapter 4: The fourth way to spell the long ā sound is with “a´” as in “Mabel”

Lesson 1: Meaning of a Long Vowel 59

Lesson 2: The stressed final “a´” Rule 60

Lesson 3: The “a´” phonic in 78 words 61

Lesson 4: The stressed “a´” words in a story about “Mabel” 63

Homework 64

Chapter 5: The fifth way to spell the long ā sound is with “ei” as in “Neighbor”

Lesson 1: Meaning of a Long Vowel 65

Lesson 2: Homonyms’ Theory 66

Lesson 3: The “ei” phonic in 30 words 66

Lesson 4: The “ei” words in a story about “Neighbor” 67

Lesson 5: Minor spelling patterns of long ā as in “They” 68

General Homework for all of long ā 69

Section 2: The Short ă Sound 77
The short ă is the second sound of the vowel “a.”

Chapter 6: The short ă sound as in “Dad”

Lesson 1: Meaning of a Short Vowel 79

Lesson 2: The short vowels’ Rule 80

Lesson 3: The short ă phonic in 97 words 81

Lesson 4: The short ă words in a story about “Dear Matt” 83
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Lesson 5: The short ă words in a story about “Sam & Pam” 83

Lesson 6: Doubling the consonants after short ă 85

Lesson 7: The short ă words in a story about “Dear Daddy” 87

Lesson 8: The r-controlled words as in “car” 89

Lesson 9: The r-controlled word in a story about “Marc” 90

Lesson 10: Compare ă with ā 92

Homework 98

Section 3: The Special Sounds of “a” 99
This first special sound כ of “a” is spelled in these four ways: all, always, auto, law

Chapter 7: The special sound of “a” in “a+ll” as “Football”

Lesson 1: Explanations of the “a+ll” phonic as in “tall” 101

Lesson 2: “ll” as in “wall” or one “l” as in “walnut”? 102

Lesson 3: The “a+ll” phonic in 48 words 103

Lesson 4: The “all” words in a story about “Football” 104

Homework 105

Chapter 8: The special sound of “a” in “a+l” as in “Walter”

Lesson 1: Explanations of the “a+l” phonic as in “false” 107

Lesson 2: The “al” phonic in 48 words 108

Lesson 3: The “al” words as in a story about “Walter” 109

Homework 110

Chapter 9: The special sound of “a” in “au” as in “Paul”

Lesson 1: The “au” phonic inside words as in “auto” 111

Lesson 2: The “au” phonic in 201 words 112

Lesson 3: A vocabulary list of some of the “au” words 116

Lesson 4: The “au” words as in “Paul” 117

Homework 122
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Chapter 10: The special sound of “a” in “aw” as in “Dawn”

Lesson 1: The “aw” phonic as in “law” 125

Lesson 2: The “aw” phonic in 108 words 126

Lesson 3: The “aw” words in a story about “Dawn” 128

Homework 131

General Homework for all of the כ sound 132

Chapter 11: A minor special sound of “a” in “w+a+r” as in “Warden”

Lesson 1: The “a” sound between “w” and “r” 133

Lesson 2: The “war” phonic in 20 words 134

Lesson 3: The “war” words in a story about “Warm” 135

Homework 136

Section 4: The Schwa Sound of “a” 137
The schwa sound of “a” is a weak, unstressed sound of “a” as in “separate.”

Chapter 12: The schwa sound of “a” as in “Permanent”

Lesson 1: Meaning of a Schwa 139

Lesson 2: The “e” better than “a” Theory 140

Lesson 3: The schwa sound of “a” in 157 words 141

Homework 144
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